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Violence and Belonging

Land, Love, and Lethal Conflict in the
North-West Frontier Province of Pakistan
Are Knudsen

« Offers a new perspective on the causes
of violence in Middle Eastern and other
tribal Muslim communities.

* Arich ethnographic account of an area

+ into which the war in Afghanistan is
spreading.

« Of interest not only to specialists but to
a larger public as well

onour and violence is a major theme
H in the anthropology of the Middle

East, yet — apart from political
violence - most studies approach violence
from the perspective of honour. By
contrast, this important study examines
the meanings of lethal conflict in a little
studied tribal society in Pakistan’s unruly
North-West Frontier Province (NWFP) and
offers a new perspective on its causes.
Based on an in-depth study of local
conflicts, the book challenges stereotyped
images of a region and people miscast as
extremist and militant. Being grounded
in local ethnography enables the book to
shed light on the complexities of violence,
not only at the structural or systemic
level, but also as experienced by the men
involved in lethal conflict. In this way, the
book provides a subjective and experiential
approach to violence that is applicable
beyond the field locality and relevant for
advancing the study of violence in the
Middle East and South Asia. The book is
the first ethnographic study of this region
since renowned anthropologist Fredrik
Barth's pioneering study in 1954.

«We should make the best possible
use of this analysis: for its daring
perspectives, extreme empirical
findings, and widé relevance. It
deserves a very careful reading

for its contributions to so many
aspects of our understanding of
honour, politics and human society.»

Fredrik Barth, Professor emeritus, Boston
University and University of Oslo
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SELECTED
EDITED VOLUMES

Taxation and State Building in
Developing Countries

Deborah Brautigam, Odd-Helge
Fjeldstad and Mick Moore (Eds.) (2008)
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

eveloping countries face new
D and pressing challenges as they
strive to build more effective |
and accountable public institutions.
These difficulties differ from those
experienced historically by OECD
1 countries, yet patterns of state- |
i i society interaction, including taxation, |
Taxation and S'EHIE'EUlIdlng remain central to the process. This |
. ¥ : & * book explores the vital links between
In Dey El{}plﬂg Countries taxation and state-building in a range
Capacity and Consent of low and middle income countries,
including China, Russia, Poland, Chile,
Tanzania, Uganda and Ghana. It analyses
whether taxation can provide the
focus for constructive state-society
bargaining and if global programmes
of tax reform might be modified to
take more account of state-building
objectives.

This is a book for both scholars and

i policymakers. It combines rigorous
scrutiny of the evidence with practical
suggestions for policy change.




Aid Relationships in Asia.
Exploring Ownership in Japanese
and Nordic Aid

Alf Morten Jerve, Yasutami
Shimomura and Annette Skovsted
Hansen (Eds.) (2008) Houndsmille,
Basingstoke/ N.Y.: Palgrave
MacMillan 237 p.

Aid Relationships
in Asia
]

| Electoral
Democracy

Electoral Democracy in Uganda.
in Uganda

Understanding Institutional
Processes and Outcomes of the
2006 Multiparty Elections

Julius Kiiza, Sabiti Makara and Lise
Rakner (Eds.) (2008)

Kampala: Fountain Publishers 302 p

This book offers fresh perspectives .

on the current aid effectiveness and
aid relationship debates by focusing
on the issue of ownership. The book
explores aid relationships from a
recipient point of view through a
range of country studies, including
rapidly developing countries where
aid plays a smaller role, such as
China, Vietnam and Thailand, and
more aid-dependent countries, such
as Nepal, Sri Lanka and Mongolia.

This book analyses the institution-
alisation of democratic practice in
the country with reference to the
2006 elections. The focus is on
elections a a “test” of the strenght
and legitimacy of political institu-
tions. It is argued that elections are
more than the casting and count-
ing of ballots. The book analyses
the 2006 elections in terms of the
broader process.
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Out of Poverty. Comparative
Poverty Reduction Strategies in
Eastern and Southern Africa

Flora L. Kessy and Arne Tostensen
(Eds.) (2008)

Dar es Salaam: Mkuki Na Nyota
Publishers Ltd 188 p.

This study examines, traces and
maps the poverty reduction policies
adopted by six countries in Eastern
and Southern Africa since the
mid-1990s with a view to highlight-
ing differences and similarities.
The first group of three countries

- Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia

- is made up of so-called Heavily

[ Out of Paverty |

Indebted Poor Countries (HIPCs),
while the other three are non-
HIPCs, comprising Botswana, Kenya
and Namibia. Whereas the former
are required to formulate Poverty
Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs)
under terms of reference set by the
IFls, the latter are at liberty to chart
home-grown strategies. The study
compares these two categories

of countries in order to ascertain
whether their poverty reduction
strategies differ substantially or
largely converge. It is found that
despite differences of nuance there
is a strong tendency towards con-
vergence of approach and design.



SELECTED PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES
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rf’l')emocratizing a Dependent State:

The Case of Afghanistan
Astri Suhrke (2008)

Beyond the Permitted Indian?
Bolivia and Guatemala in an Age of
Neoliberal Developmentalism
McNeish, John-Andrew (2008)

Latin American and Caribbean Ethnic
Studies vol. 3 no. 1 March 2008 pp
88559

This paper outlines and discusses
the contrasting histories of inclu-
sion and contestation associated
with the introduction of neoliberal
and multicultural policies in Bolivia
and Guatemala. In drawing out and
discussing the ambiguities of mul-

unprecedented.
The heavy foreign hand con-
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most recent reform process was

ticulturalism in these countries, the i
paper aims to validate and further

develop Charles Hale's recent thesis [
of the indio permitido (permitted

Indian). Whereas Hale's thesis refers

to a project of neoliberal governance

and control, | argue that recent events
reveal the partial failure of this proj-

ect. As much as the idea of the indio
permitido articulates a critique of

the shortcomings and ambiguities of

these reforms, it also points to the

factors that account for salient inno-
vations in the mass protests that have
been taking place in both countries.

dependent on external support ‘]

that it deprived the critical insti-
tution of liberal democracy - the

in Democratization vol. 15 no. 3 pp.
630-648

The post-Taliban democratic reforms
in Afghanistan were in part a recre-
ation of the past. Afghanistan has
had six constitutions between 1923
and 1990, and most have provided
for national assemblies and elec-
tions in one form or other. Yet the

tradicted the promise of national
autonomy, representation, and fair
process held out by the democ-
ratization agenda. By implicitly
devaluing the institutions it sought
to promote, the democratiza-

tion process has also had poten-
tially counterproductive effects.
Moreover, while promoting democ-
ratization, Western governments

legislature - of its meaning. The
logical response of the national
assembly has been to engage
mostly in politics with symbolic or
nuisance value.

This study focuses on three
areas of political reform: the
structuring of the interim adminis-
tration, the promulgation of a new
constitution, and the establish-

degree of foreign involvement in the simultaneously created a state so

The Depoliticisation of
Development and the
Democratisation of Politics in
Tanzania: Parallel Structures as
Obstacles to Delivering Services
to the Poor

Siri Lange

in Journal of Development Studies
vol.44 no.8 pp. 1122-1144

Local democracy and the involve-
ment of local communities in the
provision of social services are
central issues in the local govern-
ment reforms that are presently
being implemented in many devel-
oping countries. At the same time,

ment of the legislature.

institutions that run parallel to local 5
authorities, such as social funds i
and various user-committees, are
established to improve accountabil-
ity and participation. By focusing

on actual political processes rather
than administrative, legal, and fis-
cal aspects of decentralisation,

this article traces the breakdown

of two development projects in
Tanzania to the existence of parallel
structures, and suggests that user- i
committees and social funds should

be integrated in local authority

structures to avoid fragmentation

of participation and to enhance

local democracy.
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